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Memorial sketches of pioneers and early residents of southeast Missouri. 

By Louis Houek. (Cape Girardeau, Missouri: Naeter brothers, print- 
ers, 1915. 135 p.) 

In this volume printed for private distribution only, there have been 
gathered twelve memorial sketches of men and women of southeast Mis- 
souri who, with two exceptions, had been dear and loved personal friends 
of the author, the most eminent living authority on early Missouri his- 
tory. The two exceptions are Louis Lorimier, the founder of Cape 
G-irardeau, Missouri, and Alexander Buckner, Missouri's third United 
States senator. The other ten men and women were never known be- 
yond their immediate friends, but because of their Stirling characters 
and their lives of quiet usefulness in their respective communities, the 
author felt moved to do honor to their memory by publishing these brief 
sketches. While the memorials have no particular literary value, they 
present in clear and simple language the salient characteristics and the 
most important events in the lives of their subjects, and they thus con- 
stitute an important addition to the store of traditions of southeast Mis- 
souri. 

E. M. Violette 

The fighting Cheyennes. By George Bird Grinnell. (New York: Charles 
Scribner's sons, 1915. 431 p. $3.50) 
No student of American history can fail to have been struck with the 
partisanship of the sources available for the study of the Indian wars of 
the United States. The Indian histories of the past century were usual- 
ly written with feeling, and therefore interest, ran high ; while their 
authors, if they had not been actively engaged in fighting the subjects 
of their books, were usually densely ignorant of Indian life and psy- 
chology. In all cases they looked upon the Indians as enemies whose 
victories had to be accounted for in some way which would save the repu- 
tation of the whites, while their defeats must be correspondingly magni- 
fied. It is refreshing therefore, to encounter such a work as The fighting 
Cheyennes which, in setting forth the wars of that tribe, draws its mate- 
rial from both white and Indian sources, and which, while scarcely im- 
partial, does not attempt to suppress any of the facts. The author num- 
bers among his friends many army officers who took part in the later 
Cheyenne wars, while his long association with that tribe lias enabled 
him to gather information at first hand from old men who participated 
in their stubborn resistance. The book is thus in large part compiled 
from the narratives of eye witnesses; while in the frequent cases where 
the white and Indian accounts disagree, or where the partisans of either 
side disagree among themselves, the conflicting narratives are given and 
the reader is allowed to make his own choice. In conflicts of the former 



